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The Theory
The anal glands are found just adjacent the anus and produce 
secretions that are excreted through ducts located at the margin  
of the anus.

Anal gland removal is recommended for a variety of reasons  
including impaction, chronic irritation or infection and tumours.

Clinical signs of anal gland irritation include your pet rubbing their 
bottom, licking their bottom or chewing their tail or thighs and a 
characteristic bad smell coming from the perineum.

The Surgery
Surgery involves filing the anal gland with wax by injection it  
via the duct.  A skin incision over the anal gland is made and  
the gland is carefully dissected away from adjacent tissues, 
including the anal sphincter muscles.  The gland is removed 
and the muscle and skin sutured.  Usually both anal glands are 
removed in one surgery, but sometimes a surgeon may opt to 
stage this procedure and allow a period of healing between 
removal of each gland.

Post operative care
It is important to follow these post operative care instructions closely for best chance of a successful outcome.

Anal Sacculectomy

Surgical Wound:
Your pet will have a wound on either side  
of their anus. Please check this area twice  
daily, and report any swelling, redness or 
discharge from the wounds.  Please use a buster 
collar to prevent your pet licking their surgical 
wound and ensure that they do not rub their 
bottom on the floor and disturb their wounds.

Medication:
Your pet will be prescribed pain relief  
and antibiotics, it is important to follow 
instructions to avoid complications. Please 
report any changes in demeanour, vomiting  
or diarrhoea to your vet immediately.

Exercise restriction:
Whilst the wounds heal, it is sensible to  
restrict your pets activity levels to allow t 
he soft tissues to heal without excessive  
movement.  Please allow you pet 5 minutes only, on 
the lead twice daily for toileting until the wounds have 
healed at 10-14 days post operatively.
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Outcome
The majority of patients make an  
uneventful recovery following anal  
gland removal.

Possible Complications
Infection is possible following any surgical procedure.  
Anal gland surgery is performed in an area that is easily 
contaminated post operatively and occasionally we see 
wound infections post-operatively that respond well to 
treatment with antibiotics.  

Rarely, abscessation can occur if remnants of the anal 
gland remain post operatively.

Faecal incontinence can occur following surgery due 
to damage to the anal sphincter muscle. It is usually 
temporary with recovery occurring within 4 weeks.


